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Exhibit A – SPD Use of Force Training Guideline

CONTINUUM OF RESISTANCE: OFFICER’S PERCEPTION OF VIOLATOR’S ACTIONS
VIOLATOR’S GOAL: ESCAPE/ASSAULT

NON-
VERBAL

VERBAL PASSIVE ACTIVE
a violator who is trying to defeat your physical control

clenched
fists, eyes

stance

threats,
statements
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an
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will not move

or “come
along”

actively
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static
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resistive
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a violator is
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escape control
using reactive
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movements

aggressive
the violator
is attacking
the officer

and is
attempting

to injure the
officer in the

process of
resisting or

escaping

aggravated
aggression
the violator

has pre-
planned the
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highly
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LEVEL
THREE
TACTICS:
LVNR,
tertiary
targets with
impact
weapons,
firearms, etc.

LEVEL TWO DEFENSIVE
TACTICS: strikes such as
knees, kicks, and elbows,
impact weapons (baton,
flashlight, radio etc.)
chemical agents in projectile
forms, taser

LEVEL ONE DEFENSIVE TACTICS: pain compliance through
distractions, counter-joint tactics, hair hold control tactics (OC Spray
could be used at this level)

TOUCH CONTROL: guiding, escorting, and out muscling the individual who
exhibits on minor resistance

VERBAL INTERACTION: dialogue, open questions, persuasion, advice, or lawful order

OFFICER PRESENCE: identification by: verbal announcement, badge, vehicle, uniform etc.

OFFICER’S GOALS:  CONTROL IMPEDE STOP
CONTINUUM OF ENFORCEMENT: REASONABLE OFFICER’S ACTIONS
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